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Children are a Blessing

First Khutbah
All Praise be to Allah Who created human beings and
conferred on them special favours. | bear witness that
there is no deity but Allah Alone, Who has no partner,
and | bear witness that our Master and Prophet,
Muhammad, is the Servant and Messenger of Allah. O
Allah, send blessings, salutations and benedictions
upon him, his family, all of his Companions and those
who are guided by their guidance until the Day of
Judgment.
As to what follows: | counsel you, O Servants of Allah,
and myself to have Tagwa of Allah (i.e. reverential
consciousness and self-restraining fear of Allah), the
Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds. Allah Almighty says
concerning the Servants of the Most Merciful:
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[QY2:Y¢] [And those who say, "Our Lord, grant us from
among our wives and offspring comfort to our eyes and

make us an example for those who possess
righteausness and Tagwa.”]
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O Believers: On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased with him) who said: | was with the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) in one of the soogs (market-places) of al-
Madinah. Then, he left, and one of his grandchildren
ran up to him. The Prophet (may Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon him) opened up his arms welcoming
him. He then kissed him and drew him to his chest, and
supplicated for him saying:
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[O Allah, I truly love him, and Thou too love him]
(Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Indeed, they are children, O Servants of Allah. They are
the beauty and adornment of this worldly life, and the
sweetness and comfort of the heart.

Allah Almighty says:
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[QY©e:V¢] [Wealth and children are [but] adornment of
the worldly life]
They are indeed a gift from Allah, the Bestower of Gifts
— a gift which the Prophets and Messengers requested,
for verily Zakariyya (may Allah’s peace be upon him)
supplicated to His Lord, saying:
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[QY:YA] [My Lord, grant me from Yourself a good
offspring.]

Due to the magnitude and importance of children,
Allah Almighty commanded us to take care of them and
fulfill their mental and bodily needs. Moreover, He
made parents responsible and accountable for the
welfare of their children. The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
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[“Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is
responsible for his flock. The imam who is over the
people is a shepherd and is responsible for his flock; a
man is a shepherd in charge of the inhabitants of his
household and he is responsible for his flock; a woman
is a shepherdess in charge of her husband’s house and
children and she is responsible for them; and a man’s
slave is a shepherd in charge of his master’s property
and he is responsible for it. So each of you is a
shepherd and each of you is responsible for his flock.”]
(Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Thus, Allah Most High direct the mothers to look after
their children, saying:
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[Qu C“\-'ZBB] (Mothers shall breastfeed their children)
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Furthermore, Allah Almighty made it obligatory on the
father to provide support and maintenance for the
child and its mother so that she can have a stable life
and take proper care of her child. Allah Most High says:
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[Qur'an 2:233] (Upon the father is the mothers'
provision and their clothing according to what is
acceptable.)

Part of the responsibility of fathers is that they
strengthen and reinforce their children’s relationship
with their Lord and inculcate in their hearts and minds

noble values and moral traits. Allah Most High says in
the words of Lugman addressing his son:
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[Qur'an 31:16] ["O my dear son!" (said Lugman), "If
there be (but) the weight of a mustard-seed and it
were (hidden) in a rock, or (anywhere) in the heavens
or on earth, Allah will bring it forth: for Allah
understands the finest mysteries, (and) is well-

acquainted (with them).]
He (Lugman) said to his son as narrated in a tradition:
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[O my dear son! Whoever safeguards his tongue will be
safe and unharmed; whoever avoids the ways of evil
will be secure and at peace; whoever accompanies a
pious and virtuous friend will gain and obtain (benefit)]
What beautiful values! What sublime Words of
Wisdom! Which are instills in the heart and mind of his
child, which will remain with him for his entire life and
which he in turn will teach to his children thereafter.
O Allah, protect and preserve our children and make
them a cause for our happiness.
| say these words of mine while | seek Allah’s
Forgiveness for you and for me, so seek His
Forgiveness, for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
Second Khutbah

All Praise be to Allah Alone and Peace and Blessings be
upon him after whom there is no Prophet, and upon his
Family, Companions and those who follow his
guidance. Furthermore, | counsel you, O Servants of
Allah, and myself to have Tagwa of Allah.

Honourable Fathers: The Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:
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[... and indeed, your children have a right over you]
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Of the rights that children have over their parents is
that they are raised and brought up such that they find
their parents to be the closest of their friends, being
able to confide in them what preoccupies them and
being able to consult them about that which confuses
them. Thus, the wise father listens his son and the
loving mother to her daughter. Once Lady Fatimah
(may Allah be pleased with her), the daughter of the
Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace and blessings be
upon him) complained to her father about something
that was hurting and showed him what grieved her.
Also, of the rights that children have over their parents,
O Servants of Allah, is that we are concerned with our
children’s education and health, dedicate a portion of
our time to them, impart to them some our experience
and instill in them that which strengthen their faith,
raise their rank and status in this life and the Afterlife,
beautify their character and refine their action; such
that when they speak, they are truthful and when they
promise, they fulfill their promise; such that they are
good and kind to others, revering the old and having
compassion for the young, and and strengthen their
loyalty and love for the country.
O Allah.send peace, blessings and salutations upon our
asters nd Prophet, Muhammad, his Family and all of
his'‘€Companions. O Allah, be pleased with the
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Righteously Guided Caliphs: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman
and ‘Ali, and the rest of the most noble and honourable
companions, and those who follow them in
benevolence until the Day of Judgment.

O Allah: protect the UAE, its leadership and its people,
its lands and its seas, the earth below it and the sky
above it, from the evil of every evil agent whose
forelock You seize. Indeed, You have absolute power
over everything.

O Allah: make the UAE a country that is safe, serene,
peaceful generous and propsperous, and protect it
with Your Protection, and guard it with Your
Safeguarding, and confer upon it everlasting stability.
O Allah: continue to bestow on the UAE Your Blessings
and Bounties forever more, and spread happiness
amongst its people.

O Allah: Grant success to the UAE President HH Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, his Deputy, the Crown
Prince and his Brothers, the Rulers of the Emirates and
.guide them to all that is good

O Allah: Bestow your mercy on the late Sheikh Zayed,
Sheikh Maktoum and the other UAE Sheikhs who have
O Allah: We ask you to .passed on to Your mercy
.admit them into Paradise by Your grace

O Allah: Have mercy on the honorable and loyal
mariyts, f our nation and increase their reward.



O Allah have mercy on the Muslim men and Muslim
women, those of them who are living and those of
them who have passed on. O Allah remove from us and
the entire world this pandemic and heal those who
have been inflicted with this disease and every other
disease, bestow healing on all the sick, protect our
families and society, confer everlasting health and
wellbeing upon us, and upon the inhabitants of the
world around us.

O Servants of Allah: Remember Allah, the Supremely
Magnificent and He will remember you, and stand up
and establish the prayer.
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