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Our Blessings. “The Elderly”
First Khutbah
All praise is due to Allah, the Possessor of immense grace,
abundant bounty, and endless blessings. Glory be to Him
who placed goodness and blessing in the elderly. We bear
witness that there is no god but Allah, and we bear witness
that our master and Prophet Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah, may Allah’s peace, blessings, and mercy be upon
him, his family, his companions, and those who follow his
guidance.
To proceed:
| advise you, servants of Allah, and myself, to have taqwa, for
the Exalted said: .c%"al.&jé?‘j 4 ujng.s«S é,’\j‘ ] |3.§§|3%o
“And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another,
and the wombs'" (i.e., your kinship ties).”
O believers: If you want to measure the unity and strength
of a society, and its level of advancement and civility, then

look at how its younger members treat their elders. Do they
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recognize their status and honour them, preserving the
deep-rooted legacy of their community, and following the
guidance of their Prophet 5?

The Prophet & used to hold the elderly in high regard and
treat them with great kindness. When Abu Bakr as-Siddiq
(may Allah be pleased with him) brought his elderly father, carrying him
until he placed him before the Prophet &5, the Prophet &2
wished that Abu Bakr had left him at home so that the
Prophet himself could go to him, out of respect for his age
and to ease his burden. This act displayed immense
consideration and a level of appreciation that filled the
elder’s heart with dignity, respect, and honour.

This was the way of our Prophet &5 with the elderly, a way
filled with mercy and radiating reverence. He taught us that
the gray hair of an elder is a badge of honour to be
proclaimed, a dignity to be preserved, and a light guiding its

bearer toward Paradise. The Prophet &5 said:

A



2187 JIgi VY sdaazdl
; 6L8jJ1g wsLbgillg oLyl Mu@.llu.....g.ll \
AY.Yo/ £/Y0 :3dlLl ’Jg o3 et 09 ( H

Fﬁé‘jﬁji‘j@‘gglﬁmy'é .*/*p.wu..c\.a»
«Eﬂl.ﬂ.}é’j‘
"No Muslim grows gray in Islam except that it will be a
light for him on the Day of Resurrection(™ ."
Honouring the elderly is, in fact, honouring their Lord.
Showing reverence to them is a form of reverence to their
Creator. The Prophet 3 also said:
il | A1 (g3 LS alll JM3) e 1
“Indeed, It is out of reverence to Allah in respecting an
aged Muslim™
And why wouldn'twe? They are the pillars of society and the
blessings of our homes. The Messenger of Allah &3 said:
<<p§)4l51 ae ?‘.tSJ’\J‘»
"Blessing is with your elders®® ™"
Yes, they are our blessings who shelter us. Our blessing lies
in their wisdom,

Our blessing lies in their experience,

Our blessing lies in their prayers,
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Our blessing lies in their giving,
Our blessing lies in their compassion,

Our blessing lies in their gazes of love and care. They are the
role models from whom we draw strength, the examples
from whom we gain determination, the living figures who
teach us sacrifice.
Through their sincerity, they plant within us the meanings of
loyalty and belonging.
Through their wisdom and insight, they light for us the paths
of contribution and construction.
They are the guardians of our customs and traditions, the
carriers of the heritage of our forefathers. So blessed is the
one who recognizes their virtue, gives them their due right,
and strives to return the favor, acting upon the words of
Allah the Exalted: § SLas¥! ¥) olusyl (652 Jad

"Is there any reward for good other than good?(") "
Servants of Allah, Respecting and honouring the elderly is

a duty upon everyone. The Messenger of Allah &5 said:
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<<Lgus P pJ o Lq.o >
"He is not one of us who does not show respect to our
elders®
This respect and appreciation are especially emphasized
when it comes from children toward their parents and
grandparents.
Allah the Exalted addressed them, saying:
Y5 L3l Legd (45 Y6 Leadis 3 uz:\si;sj‘ a;c@g;.’w%
{35 Laid U
"If one or both of them reach old age while in your care,
do not say to them even ‘uff’ (a word of irritation), and
do not rebuke them, but speak to them a noble word.
(v
And indeed, among the things that bring joy to the soul,
comfort to the heart, and happiness to the spirit is to see a
righteous son who honours his elderly father—
surrounding him with love and respect. You see him holding

his father's hand as they walk to the mosque, patiently

-]



2VEET g TY idaazd)
] L3Jlg coLagillg dioaluul Mu@.llu.....g.ll \
pY- Yo/ £/Y0 335l JJ9 \9\ |q ISLAMIC ug ( H

matching his father’s weakening strength and slow steps. He
speaks gently, gives him precedence in gatherings, and does
not get distracted by his phone or anything else. He listens
attentively when his father speaks and never interrupts, in
accordance with the Prophet’s instruction to a young person
who wanted to speak: «}2\5}35»

“Let those older than you speak first® .

This teaches us the importance of valuing the wisdom and
experience of our elders. It is our duty to rejoice in their
presence, care for their health, ensure the quality of their life,
and strive for their comfort.

We should check on them daily, ask about their well-being,
smile in their faces, and bring happiness to their hearts—
even with a small gift that reminds them of their value, a
kind word that warms their heart, a visit that eases their
loneliness, or even a simple phone call filled with love and

appreuauon.
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And indeed, it grieves the soul and pains the heart when
one hears of a son raising his voice at his father or mother,
or at his grandfather or grandmother.

Or when he turns away from their conversation, mocks
their words, looks down on serving them, or finds their
company burdensome, as though he has forgotten that
such behaviour constitutes disobedience and ingratitude
toward them.

The Prophet #2 warned of this when he said: HERTR
Vsl dizll

“The one who is undutiful to his parents will not enter
Paradise.”

So, fear Allah regarding the elderly. Be good to them, for
perhaps Allah will grant you goodness in your old age.
Indeed, kindness is a debt, as you do unto others, so shall it
be done unto you.

Allah the Most High says:
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“0 you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger,

n

and those in authority among you.(' "
| say these words of mine, and | ask Allah’s forgiveness for
myself and for you, so seek His forgiveness, verily He is the
Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.
Second Khutbah

All praise is due to Allah, as is befitting His majesty, and
peace and blessings be upon our Master Muhammad, and
upon his family and companions, and those who follow his
guidance after him.

To proceed: O fathers, know that sitting in the company of
the elderly holds great benefit and wisdom, so be keen oniit,
and bring your children along to such gatherings. Teach
them the manners of interacting with elders: instruct them
to greet the elderly with peace, encourage them to show
reverence, and instil in them a sense of respect for their

status and position.
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The Prophet &2 said: «ﬂ.:&j! e nadall ‘:;L;;»

“The younger should greet the older (with salam).()”
Also, guide them in how to speak with elders. It was narrated
from Ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both), he
said: “l was once with the Prophet & when he said:

p-‘-w-l‘J-mSL},l’i.B"/ )MJ‘{}?ZJ!”

‘There is a tree that resembles the believer.’ | wanted to
say, ‘It is the palm tree,” but | remained silent because | was
the youngest among them " ”

This teaches us that even when knowledge is present, good
manners and respect for seniors should govern our speech
and actions.

Encourage your children to sit with the elderly, to listen to
their advice and counsel, and to benefit from their
experiences and life lessons. Urge them to emulate their
values, their morals, their dignity, and their composure. Let

them draw from the wellspring of their wisdom, seek light

from the cIarity of their views, and ask them for their
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supplications (du‘@). Remind your children of the virtues
and good deeds of those elders who have passed away and
encourage them to make du‘@ (prayers) for them—for
indeed, praying for one’s parents and grandparents is
among the highest forms of righteousness and loyalty.

O Allah, send Your peace and blessings upon our Prophet
Muhammad, and upon his family, companions, and those
who follow them. Be pleased with Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman,
and Ali, and all the noble companions.

O Allah, make us believers in You, devoted worshipers of
You, those who return to You in repentance, and dutiful to
our parents. Have mercy on them as they raised us when we
were young, O Most Merciful of the merciful.

O Allah, forgive everyone who stands in Your service,
seeking Your pleasure and hoping for Your Paradise. Accept
their charity, bless their provisions, protect them and their
families and wealth, and increase them in sustenance and

earnings. O Allah, grant the UAE continuous stability,
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progress, and prosperity. Bestow health upon us, bless our
wealth, our spouses, and our offspring. O Allah, guide the
President of the UAE, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, his
deputies, and his fellow rulers, and his trustworthy Crown
Prince, to all that You love and are pleased with. O Allah,
have mercy on Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Rashid, and the
founding leaders, admit them into Your vast gardens.
Encompass our nation’s martyrs in Your mercy and
forgiveness. O Allah, have mercy on all Muslims men and
women, believers living and deceased. O Allah, send us rain
and do not make us among the despairing.

AU Galie Gl Aid 53591 35 Aid LI § Gl L5y}
"Our Lord, give us in this world good, and in the Hereafter
good, and protect us from the punishment of the Fire("" "
O servants of Allah, remember Allah, the Almighty and the
Majestic, and He will remember you. Be grateful to Him for
His blessings, and He will increase you.

Establish the prayer
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