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Speak of People’s Good Qualities

The First Sermon

All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the earth and the heavens,
who has commanded us to mention virtues and good deeds. We
bear witness that nothing is worthy of worship except Allah, and
we bear witness that our master and Prophet Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. May Allah bless him, grant him peace, and
bestow His blessings upon him, his family, and all his
Companions.

To proceed: Servants of Allah, | counsel you and myself to
remain mindful of Allah. Mindfulness of Him restrains the tongue
and leads to His pleasure. Our Lord, the Most Merciful, says:
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“O you who believe, be mindful of Allah and speak words
that are right. He will rectify your deeds for you and forgive
you your sins.” (Qur’an ¥¥:V.-VY),
Part of being mindful of your Lord is to listen carefully to what
is said and to foIIow the best of it through action. Allah Most High

says: u-'-‘-” J.J3| L u_ga.d.r.ﬁ J}a.ﬂ u_g-t.c.u.vd u.:..\J‘ * Lg.:)..«:u.s
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“So, give glad tidings to My servants: those who listen to
what is said and follow the best of it. Those are the ones
whom Allah has guided, and it is they who possess

understanding.” (Qur’an Y4:YV-\A),
Believers, during one of the Prophet’s & journeys, a man fell

behind and did not catch up with him. The Prophet g asked about
him, and one of those present spoke ill of him. Mu‘adh ibn Jabal
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(may Allah be pleased with him) immediately defended him in
his absence and mentioned his good qualities, saying:
i ) ile ke o dul Doy s il .28 s oy
“What you have said is terrible! By Allah, O Messenger of
Allah, we have known nothing but good of him.” (al-
Bukhari, Sahih, no. £ ¢ VA; Muslim, Sahih, no. YVi4a).
How great a value and how noble a quality it is to mention
people’s good qualities and worthy deeds, to make their
praiseworthy qualities known, recount their virtues, and
acknowledge their noble character. Reflect upon the example of
your Prophet & and you will find that no one praised good

qualities more generously or commended virtuous people more

graciously. He said to al-Ashajj of ‘Abd al-Qays (may Allah be

pleased with him): 36315 o) | Lo ciliadd Elid &)

“You possess two qualities that Allah loves: forbearance and
deliberation.” (Muslim, Sahih, no. \V).

What encouragement could be greater than praise that makes a

person aware of the good within himself so that he may preserve
and increase it? The Prophet & also wished to encourage ‘Abd

Allah ibn “‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) to pray
during the night. He therefore combined praise with guidance,
saying: Jlll (e daal G 5 bl die 2501 s
“What an excellent man ‘Abd Allah is—if only he would
pray during the night.” (al-Bukhari, Sahih, no. VVYY;
Muslim, Sahih, no. Y¢V4),

After that, ‘Abd Allah slept only a little during the night. Consider
how the Prophet # combined appreciation of what he already did

well with guidance towards what was even better.
How beautiful it is for a person to possess a heart that recognises
goodness and preserves it, an eye that sees kindness and
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appreciates it, and a tongue that speaks of what is beautiful and
makes it known. Only a person of virtue recognises the virtue of
others, and only one who possesses goodness bears witness to the
goodness of others. This indicates nobility of character and
soundness of heart.

This is the quality of the possessor of a pure heart, whom the

Prophet # described as: i ¥ e ¥s . (A3 W3 aud 3] ¥ LA LTI

“The mindful and pure person in whose heart there is no
sin, transgression, rancour, or envy.” (Ibn Majah, Sunan,
no. ¢Y\1),

Such a person is like a bee: it alights upon what is wholesome,
produces what is wholesome, and spreads benefit. As for a person
with a diseased heart and ignoble disposition, the corruption of
his inward state and intention causes him to overlook people’s
virtues and good qualities while fixing his attention upon their
faults and shortcomings. He neither mentions their virtues nor
conceals their faults. He is like a fly that passes over flowers and

seeks out filth.
What a dangerous quality and an ugly failing this is. Our Prophet
# warned against it when he called out from the pulpit in a voice

so loud that the women heard him inside their homes. He said:
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“O people who have believed with their tongues while faith
has not entered their hearts: do not backbite Muslims and
do not search for their faults. Whoever searches for his
brother’s faults, Allah will search for his faults; and

whoever has his faults exposed by Allah will be disgraced
even within his own home.” (Abii Dawiid, Sunan, no. ¢AA+),
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One of the wise said: (o& tduwdi cgie o bl cigiay Jaiil o
“Whoever becomes occupied with people’s faults instead of
his own will have his heart blinded, his body exhausted, and
the abandonment of his own faults made difficult for him.”

(Ibn Hibban, Rawdat al- ‘uqala’ wa-nuzhat al-fudala’, p.
YY),

Servants of Allah, conceal the faults of others, and Allah will

appoint someone to conceal yours. This confirms the saying of

your Prophet #: 555315 G aJl § € 87 Laliss Ao (a
“Whoever conceals the fault of a Muslim, Allah will conceal
his faults in this world and the Hereafter.” (Muslim, Sahith,

no. Y144),

Imam Malik (may Allah have mercy upon him) said: “I
encountered people who had no known faults, but they occupied
themselves with the faults of others, so people found faults in
them. | also encountered people who had faults, but they
remained silent concerning the faults of others, so people
remained silent concerning theirs.”

Do not, however, allow the concealment of faults to lead you to

remain silent about wrongdoing or abandon sincere mutual

counsel. Offer advice in a manner that preserves the cohesion of
your society and serves the interests of your nation. Act upon the
words of your Lord: “O you who believe, obey Allah, obey the

Messenger, and those entrusted with authority among you.” |

say these words and seek Allah’s forgiveness for myself and for

you, so seek His forgiveness.
The Second Sermon

All praise belongs to Allah alone, and may blessings and peace

be upon the one after whom there is no prophet.
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To proceed: Servants of Allah, speaking of people’s good
qualities is a value whose reality becomes evident during
disagreement and whose true worth becomes apparent when
reproach arises. Do not allow a momentary lapse to make you
forget years of kindness, nor allow a single mistake to erase
abundant virtue. How many people have done good for many
years, only to make one mistake and be told: “We have never seen
any good from you.”

Acknowledge the virtue of those who possess it. Make the
mention of good qualities part of your character within your
homes and gatherings, and part of the way you speak and
communicate through social media. Do not accept backbiting in
your presence. Act upon the words of your Prophet g:

Baleall paas Ul deg b Al 3y sl pye (2 5 (e
“Whoever defends his brother’s honour, Allah will protect
his face from the Fire on the Day of Resurrection.” (al-
Tirmidhi, Jami, no. Y4 %)),

May Allah have mercy upon you: remember the virtues of those
who have departed from this world and recall their good qualities,

for this carries great merit with your Lord. When a funeral
procession passed before the Prophet & and the people spoke

well of the deceased, he said:
o2l &l 105 il .. Gl & am i aide pilST (ha
“The one whom you praise for goodness has been granted
Paradise ... You are Allah’s witnesses upon the earth.” (al-
Bukhari, Sahth, no. \Y¥1V; Muslim, Sahih, no. 4£4).
Our Prophet & frequently mentioned the virtues of his wife

Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) after her death. He said:
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“She believed in me when people disbelieved in me, affirmed
my truthfulness when people accused me of lying, and
supported me with her wealth when people deprived me.”
(Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, no. Y¢A1¢),
Her death did not cause him to forget the kindness she had shown
him. Among the rights our society has over us is that we make its
goodness known, highlight the virtues of its people, and
commend the achievements of its citizens. Do not withhold a kind
word from anyone who deserves it. Supplicate with the prayer of
those who are faithful and pure- -hearted:
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“Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers and sisters who
preceded us in faith. Do not place within our hearts any
rancour towards those who believe. Our Lord, You are truly
Most Kind, Most Merciful.” (Qur’an ®4:1+),

O Allah, send Your blessings, peace, and grace upon our master
and Prophet Muhammad, the Seal of the Messengers, and upon

all his family and Companions.

O Allah, be pleased with Abtu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and “Alx,
and with all the noble Companions.

O Allah, make us among those who mention the good qualities of
others, conceal their faults, and offer them sincere counsel.
Forgive us and our parents, O Lord of all worlds.

O Allah, perpetuate the honour, victory, stability, prosperity,
goodness, and wellbeing of the United Arab Emirates. O Allah,
preserve Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed, President of the State,
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through Your protection. Be his aid and support, and bless his life
and his work.

O Allah, grant him, his deputies, his brothers the Rulers of the
Emirates, and his trustworthy Crown Prince success in all that
You love and are pleased with.

O Allah, have mercy upon Sheikh Zayed, Sheikh Rashid, and the
Sheikhs of the Emirates who have passed into Your mercy. By
Your grace, admit them into Your spacious Gardens, and
encompass the nation’s martyrs with Your mercy and
forgiveness.

O Allah, have mercy upon the Muslim men and women, the living
among them and the deceased.

O Allah, grant us rain and do not make us among those who
despair.

O Allah, send us rain. O Allah, send us rain. O Allah, send us
rain. Servants of Allah, remember Allah, the Magnificent and
Majestic, and He will remember you. Give thanks to Him for
His blessings, and He will increase you. Establish the prayer.
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